Bushfire Sunday

We worship with the bush on fire
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“Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke, because the Lord had descended upon it in fire' Exod. 19.18

Welcome! We worship this Sunday keenly aware of Black Saturday and similar  days of extreme busfires. We worship and wonder why.We worship with compassion for all who suffer in such fires, human beings, fauna and flora. We call on Christ to suffer with us. 

Bushfire Sunday Hymn

   Black Saturday

   Tune: Amazing Grace

  Norman Habel, 2009

   Amazing flames that scorch the sky,

   Like hurricanes of fire,

   Alive with eucalyptus oil,

   Are roaring higher and higher.



These swirling balls of oil ablaze,



That leap o’er trees at will,



Descend on fields and flock and homes,



Explode and burn and kill.



Where’s God in all this swirling ash?



Where’s God in all this pain?



Awaiting somewhere in the sky



To one day send some rain?



The face of God is burnt and black;



The hands of God are red!



The God we know in Jesus Christ



Is bleeding with the dead.



Is this, O God, the shock we need



To face our life ahead,



Adjusting to a Greenhouse Age



When we must share our bread?



Christ, show us now your hands and feet,



The burns across you side



And how you suffer with the Earth,



By fires crucified!

Bushfire Sunday

Gathering

Leader
In the name of the Maker, who created fire,





the name of Christ, who suffers in fires,

and the name of the Spirit, who appeared as tongues of fire. Amen.

People

Holy! Holy! Holy! 



Earth is filled with God’s presence.

L
Christ, we come to into your presence, today,

to worship in this sanctuary called Earth,

P    
Holy! Holy! Holy!



Earth is filled with your presence.

Procession and Song 

 We join in a procession carrying eucalyptus branches, some green and some blackened by fire, and place them as a bushland around the altar.

Call to Worship


L1
We invite the North Wind to worship with us,


P
But when that wind whips up flames



into a hurricane of fire,



we weep and wonder why.


L2
We invite eucalptus trees to join us in wonder,

P
But when eucalptus trees fuel swirling balls of fire


that land on houses miles and miles away,


we weep and wonder why.


L3
We join with bsuhland creatures in praising God,


P
But when scorched birds from from the sky



and koalas are reduced to cinders,



we weep and wonder why.


L1
We call on forest families to celebrate:


P
but when homes and habitats



and reduced to ashes and children die,



we weep and wonder why.


L2
As we remember black bushfire days,


P
We weep and wonder why.

Remembering

We take a piece of eucalptus in our hands, crush the leaves and recall our experiences of bushfires.

L1
Take your eucalyptus leaves, crush them to release the scent of oil, and join us as we reflect on the the bushfire experiences of Black Saturday.

L2        In the past we knew the ‘way’ of bushfires. We  knew the speed of the           
fire and the time needed to prepare for the actual flames. We knew 

how to burn firebreaks to retard the fire. But with climate change, all 
of these factors changed. On Black Saturday, all the known patterns 
of a bushfire seem to have been transcended.


L3
Instead of a cluster of eucalyptus trees engulfed in flames, imagine a 

tsunami, a wall of fire crashing through towns and leaving nothing in 

its  wake. The intensity of the typical bushfire had changed.


L1
Instead of plumes of swirling smoke and burning leaves flying into 
            the sky, imagine a tornado with massive balls of fire leaping over an 

entire valley and landing on houses on the opposite hillside. The 


height and force of the typical bushfire had changed.


L2
Instead of ferocious flames fanned by a hot North wind, imagine a 


hurricane  like Katrina, with temperatures of  110 degrees 



Fahrenheit, blasts of over 100 miles an hour and fierce fires, like 


open mouths, 
consuming all in their path. The heat of the typical 


bushfire had changed.


L3
 Instead of watching the horizon a few miles away and preparing to 

defend 
your home within the hour, imagine that balls of flame fed by 

eucalyptus oil are suddenly landing on your house with virtually no 

time to escape.
The speed of the typical bushfire had changed.


L1
The infamous bushfires of past years were ferocious, and  most of 


Victoria was prepared for similar days.  Black Saturday was a 


different.  With climate change has come increased hot spells, 


decreased rainfalls and unfriendly weather patterns.  The rise of C02 

in the atmosphere has led to  increased vegetation in the region, 


much of which is tinder dry on a day 
like Black Saturday.


L2
We are no longer prepared for disasters like these. 170 people were  

burned alive. More than 7000 people were made homeless.Graham 

Mills, from the Centre for Australian Weather and Climate Research 

is quoted in The Australian of Feb 10 as saying:  ‘The conditions that 

lead to extreme fire weather are heat, low humidity, wind and 


drought. On Saturday the temperature set a new set of records. When 

you get these conditions, nobody has really had experience of them 

before.’


L3
With Black Saturday the paradigm of a typical bushfire has changed, 

the furore intensified and the classic bushfire scenario were  


superseded. We are now filled with new doubts and new anxieties as 

we come before our God for assurance.

Confession and Assurance

L
Let us confess our anxieties and doubts before our God.

P
Lord, where were you when habitats were destroyed


and the animals you created were burned alive?


L
Our Lord replies,



'Behold my hands and my feet



the deep burns on my side.'


P
Lord, where were you when



so many people suffered in these bushfires?


L
Our Lord replies,



'Behold my hands and my feet



the deep burns on my face.'.


P
Lord, where were you when fire balls flew



and landed on people's homes?


L
Our Lord replies,



'Behold my hands and my feet



the deep burns in my heart.



I was with you. I  suffered with you.



I am here to heal you.'

Christ Have Mercy

L
As we return to black homes,

P
Christ, have mercy.

L
As we see habitats in ashes,

P
Christ, have mercy.

L
As we seek  the green to return,

P
Christ, have mercy.

Glory to God

L
Glory to God in the highest!

P
And on Earth peace


for all burnt domains of creation!

Prayer for the Day

P
God, our Creator, as we remember bushfires, we have a sense of 
compassion as well as doubt. Help us to see  the deep powerful forces 
you have planted in creation as wondrous and natural, but subject  to 
change. Teach us also to recognize that we need to prepare our 
environment for bushfires and to reduce the ways of making such fires 
more violent than in the past. In the name of Christ who reconciles and 
renews all things in creation.  Amen.

Readings for Bushfire Sunday

Old Testament: 1Kings 19.1-14  In this text, the themes of all four Sundays are brought into focus. Elijah, running from his responsibility, experiences a fierce storm, an earthquake and a fire. But this time, God's presence was not in any of these.  Then he experiences sheer stillness. In the shimmering stillness God's presence is known and a voice is heard.  Can that be true for us? Where is our God for us today?

Psalm: Psalm 29  This Psalm celebrates the voice of God thundering in the storm. That voice also flashes forth flames of fire that can consume and strip the forests bare. The voices of creation celebrate this God as king; the voice from Calvary cries 'why?'

Epistle: Acts 2.1-15  The association of fire with the spirit of God may seem striking. That association is explicit at Pentecost and represents a new beginning. Ironically it is the very spirit/wind of God that impels the bushfire. Yet, it is the Christ of the cross who also suffers when the fire rages.

Gospel: Matthew 3.1-12  Jesus promises a baptism of fire by the Holy Spirit. Those who experienced a baptism of fire in the bushfires may wonder whether Jesus knew what such a baptism might mean. Then again, the cry of Christ from the cross reveals that he knew what it meant to feel forsaken.  He too suffers in these baptisms of fire.

Children’s Address:  Don't Play with Matches

Prayer: Thank you God for fire to keep us warm.  Teach us never to play with matches and burn things in the bush.

Affirmation of Faith

L

Let us affirm our faith together.

Women
We believe that God creates all things,

renews all things and celebrates all things.

Men

We believe Earth is a sanctuary, 

a sacred planet filled with God’s presence,

a home for us to share with our kin.

Women
We believe that God became flesh and blood,

became a piece of  Earth, 

an Earth  being called Jesus Christ,

who lived and breathed and spoke among us,

suffered and died on a cross,

for all human beings and for all creation.

Men

We believe that the risen Jesus

is the Christ at the core of creation

reconciling all things to God,

renewing all creation and filling the cosmos.

Women
We believe the Spirit renews life in creation

groans in empathy with a suffering creation,

and waits with us for the rebirth of creation.

Together
We believe that with Christ we will rise

and with Christ we will celebrate a new creation.

Passing of the Peace


L
Let us share the peace of the Lord with one another.


P
The peace of the Lord be with you 

Song 

Sermon or Reflection

Bushfires are part of the natural ecology known to the First Nations peoples of Australia. Bushfires have destroyed human habitations, reducing homes to ashes. Global warming seems to have made recent bushfires even fiercer, faster  and more deadly that those in paster generations.  Where is God in our bush fires today?  What does preparation mean?

God may have appeared on Sinai in a mighty fire, first to Moses and then to Elijah. Bushfires, however, are not a similar revelation or judgement of this God. They are the expression of wild nature in our world today.  And Christ, the cosmic presence of God among us, experiences these bushfires as we do and suffers with us. In Christ we find compassion and assurance for the future.

Song 

Offering Prayer  

L
God, our Creator, through your love you have given us these 

gifts to  share. Accept our offerings as an expression of our deep thanks and our concern for those in need, including our fellow creatures on planet Earth.

P.     With all creation, we bless our Creator. 

Prayers of the People

We thank God for a wondrous creation.  We celebrate with all the forces of nature. We pray for all those in need.  We name them now. We close with the following prayer.

 Creation Prayer 

Jesus Christ, attune us to the deep mysteries of creation.

Make our spirits sensitive to the forces of nature at work around us and the suffering of those who experience these forces in bushfires.


Jesus Christ, make our hearts sensitive to the suffering of our kin,

cries of agony from the bush, the forests and the mountains.

Christ, teach us to care.  Amen

The Great Thanksgiving


L
The Creator be with you and all creation.


P
And also with you.  


L
Open your hearts.


P
We open them to our Creator.


L
Let us give thanks to our Creator.

P
It is right to join creation in thanking God.

L
It is right to give you thanks, loving Creator.


Your word is the impulse for all things to be,


for space, stars and stardust to appear,


for Earth to emerge from the deep,


for life to be born of Earth and

for humans to be born of Earth and the Spirit.


You chose to be born a human being,


to become a part of Earth,


to suffer, die and rise from death


to redeem humankind, renew creation,


and affirm all born of Earth and the Spirit.


Your presence is the living impulse in all things,


the Christ deep among us,


filling Earth—land, sea and air;


filling every element and place;


filling the grain and the grape


we share with you this day.

Therefore with angels and archangels,

ancient voices in the forest,

high voices from the sky,

deep voices from the sea

and the whole company of creation,

we proclaim your presence among us

P.   Holy, holy, holy, God of all life,

Earth and sea and sky

and all things that exist

are full of your presence

and glorify your name. Amen

 Lord’s Prayer

Words of Institution

Invitation

C
Come, for all things are now ready.


Come to the table with all your kin



and share with all in need:



the gift of healing for those in pain,



the gift of forgiveness for those in sin,



the gift of assurance for those in doubt,



and the gift of hope for those in tears.

P
May we who share these gifts,



share Christ with one another



and all our kin.

Lamb of God

P
Lamb of God, who takes away all sin against God,

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, who takes away all sin against Earth, 

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, who takes away all sin from the world,

receive our prayer.

Distribution

Distribution Songs


Dismissal Blessing

L
Now may the power of Christ’s body and blood reach deep into your heart, your mind and your body to heal your wounds, to calm your fears and through you to bring healing to Earth.  In Jesus’ name. Amen

Thanksgiving

           L 
Let us give thanks for this meal.

          P
We thank you Christ, for the meal we have celebrated with you      

and we pray that through your body and blood we may be healed 

and become agents of healing for Earth. Amen.

Remembrance 


(As they leave the altar, worshippers may wish to light a candle and place 
it in an appropriate stand to remember those who died in bushfires.)


Sending Out

L
Christ calls you to be his disciples,

to serve him with love and compassion,

to serve Earth by caring for creation, 

especially the land that God has given life

so that we and all our kin may live.

P
We will remember the bushlands!


We will groan with all creatures.


We will prepare for new bushfires.

L
Will you care for creation?

P
We will care for creation!


We will learn from the forces of nature!


We will prepare our planet for safe habitation.

Blessing

L
May the Spirit of God, who is above all and in all and through all,

fill you with the knowledge of God’s presence

pulsing in the bushlands of Earth

and pulsing through Christ within you.


Go in peace! 

Serving Christ and loving Earth!

P
We go in peace,

serving Christ and tending Earth.

Song 

